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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Additional Humanitarian
Aid for Somalia
August 14, 1992

The growing suffering and mass death
by starvation in Somalia is a major human
tragedy. The United States Government
and other international donors have already
made significant contributions to alleviate
this manmade famine. Because armed
bands are stealing and hoarding food as well
as attacking international relief workers, the
primary challenge that the international
community faces is the delivery of relief
supplies.

The United States will take a leading role
with other nations and international organi-
zations to overcome the obstacles and en-
sure that food reaches those who so des-
perately need it.

On Thursday, we announced our offer
to transport U.N. troops to enhance security
for food deliveries in Mogadishu. Today,
the President is announcing the following
additional measures:

1. The Defense Department will begin
as soon as possible emergency airlift oper-
ations to deliver food. We are asking the
Kenyan Government to join us in support-
ing airlifts to northern Kenya for Somali
refugees and drought-stricken Kenyans and
to locations inside Somalia where there is
sufficient security to support these relief

operations. We are also examining other
means of delivering food to Somalia.

2. Ambassador Perkins at the United Na-
tions will begin immediate consultations to
seek a Security Council resolution that
would authorize the use of additional meas-
ures to ensure that humanitarian relief can
be delivered.

3. We are also proposing that the United
Nations convene a donors conference to in-
clude representatives of the major Somali
factions so that their cooperation can be
gained. Such cooperation would be the
most important step to accelerate delivery
of relief supplies and minimize security
problems.

4. The President has also directed that
an additional 145,000 tons of American food
be made available for Somalia.

5. Finally, to ensure that all U.S. relief
activities are properly coordinated, Andrew
Natsios, Assistant Administrator of AID for
Food and Humanitarian Assistance, has
been appointed as Special Coordinator for
Somali Relief.

The President calls upon other nations
to join us in this urgent and important effort
to alleviate starvation in Somalia.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on America’s International
Broadcasters
August 15, 1992

President Bush believes that one of the
most effective weapons in the defeat of
communism in Eastern Europe, the Soviet
Union, and elsewhere has been the power
of truth broadcast by America’s inter-
national broadcasters: Voice of America,
Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, and
Radio and TV Marti. As democracy’s victory
is consolidated in the months and years to
come, we will continue to need these broad-
casts. The President intends to see that they

remain active and effective.
These voices of freedom and democracy

have a vital role to play in a post-cold-war
world where dictatorship and repression
continue. Indeed, they are also welcomed
as a stimulus and an example in newly
emerging democratic states that are devel-
oping their own free and independent
media. For hundreds of millions in Europe,
Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and especially
in Cuba, these broadcasts are a beacon of
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hope that must continue to shine. The
President is committed to keeping that light

shining brightly.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Iraq
August 16, 1992

The President. Well, there’s currently a
good deal of speculation about potential
U.N. inspections and then possible military
measures in Iraq and alleged political moti-
vations. I’m not going to comment on to-
day’s speculative stories, except to say I saw
quite a few inaccuracies.

From now on, some will accuse us of
political opportunism for every move I
make, and that’s unfortunate. But it is not
going to deter me from doing what is right,
regardless of the political fallout. We’re de-
termined that U.N. Resolution 687 will be
fully implemented. Now, this requires U.N.
teams to inspect and destroy the Iraqi net-
work of weapons of mass destruction: nu-
clear, chemical, biological, and missile.

I have total confidence in Rolf Ekeus of
the United Nations and of the U.N. teams
who have the responsibility for this mission.
Let me make clear that what they elect
to inspect and when they do these inspec-
tions is strictly their decision. The U.S. role
is to provide support for their efforts.

Saddam Hussein needs to realize that the
world will not ignore interference with
these U.N. requirements. He cannot be al-
lowed to dictate what can and cannot be
inspected.

So let me underscore something which
I think you all know. As President, whatever
I decide has immediate consequences. But
there will be no politics, and I will do what
is right for the United States and in this
case for the rest of the world.

I just wanted to get that statement out
because I’ve read some ugly speculation.
Thank you.

Q. Mr. President, if that leak came from
a military source, isn’t that a breach of secu-
rity? Are you checking to determine wheth-
er that did in fact happen?

The President. Well, again, I don’t want
to confirm what leak we’re talking about.
But yes, there’s been a clear breach of secu-

rity.
Q. Mr. Bush, how do you feel about read-

ing what the New York Times wrote today?
The President. Well, I don’t like it. But

I, unfortunately, have not grown accus-
tomed to but am less shocked than I used
to be by breaches of this nature. But in
any event, I don’t want to go further into
what I like or don’t like about it. But I
must say I was shocked to read all this
today.

Q. Mr. President, will you say what the
situation is in order to clarify?

The President. No, I won’t, because the
U.N. makes these decisions. Dr. Ekeus
makes these calls. He has our full con-
fidence, and what he plans to do next is
his business. That is not something that’s
done by the United States.

Q. Does the U.S. have a plan to strike
the Iraqi ministry buildings if Saddam Hus-
sein denies access?

The President. The United States has
plans to be sure that Saddam Hussein does
what he’s supposed to do, and that is to
comply with Resolution 687 and also 688,
which refers to the brutalization of his own
people.

Q. Even if he refuses to allow U.N. in-
spectors in during convention week or dur-
ing the course of the campaign?

The President. The campaign and the
convention have nothing to do with this.
This is the national security interests of the
United States. This is obligations to support
the United Nations. So I’m glad you raised
it, Randall [Randall Pinkston, CBS News].
But I will repeat it: I have responsibilities
as President and responsibilities as Com-
mander in Chief. I will go through with
those responsibilities regardless of the poli-
tics. That is a very important point in all of
this, and I hope I have demonstrated that
enough to earn the trust of the American
people when it comes to making this kind
of decision. I do not make decisions involv-
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